
Welcome QCSD 
Parents & Guardians

Saving for Post-High School Education + 
TPO Meetings

April 19th 2022 – Quakertown High School



Agenda

• Opening comments from Superintended Dr. Harner.

• Current snapshot of college expenses today by QCHS 
Counselor Eric Gozzard

• Saving for Educational Expenses with the PA 529 
Program by Karen Carr of the PA Treasury Department

• Q & A

• Breakout to individual school TPO meetings





Disclaimer

• We are not certified financial planners

• Each family’s financial situation is different

• This presentation is intended to provide basic 
information about savings options

• Consult a certified financial professional to address your 
family’s unique financial situation



Begin with the end in mind…
*Excellent Student

*Many honors and 
AP courses

*Financial Need

*Small private 
university in the 
region

*Student living at 
home

*Still paying $14,700 
per year



*Same excellent 
student with financial 
need

*Private research 
based university in the 
region

*Living on campus

*Approximate total 
cost before aid 
$60,000

*Still paying $20,000+ 
per year



*Very good student

*Many honors and AP 
courses

*Variety of in-school 
and out of school 
activities

*”Middle class”

*Public out of state 
university

*Estimated total costs 
$58,392

*Total net direct cost 
per year $39,837

*Over 4 years  
$159,348
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PA 529 College and 
Career Savings 

Program

Building a Better Future 
Through Education



This chart 
compares the 
average annual 
cost of tuition for 
2020-21 with 
projected costs in 
10 and 20 years.



•

•

•

•

•



PENNSYLVANIA TREASURY | BUREAU OF SAVINGS PROGRAMS 11

529 Plans
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529 Plans 
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Families Can Use PA 529 Funds for a Variety of Expenses

• Tuition

• Mandatory fees

• Room and board

• Required books/supplies/equipment, including 
computers

• Special needs expenses

• K-12 Tuition up to $10,000 per year

• Certain expenses for a registered and certified 
apprenticeship program

• Repayment of principal and interest of qualified 
education loans up to a lifetime limit of $10,000

• Use at qualified educational institutions.
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• Pennsylvania state-tax deduction – up to $16,000 per taxpayer, per child.

• Earnings grow state/federally tax deferred and state and federal tax-free when used 
for qualified expenses.

• Can be used in PA or out-of-state, including many career schools and more. 

• No contribution or income restrictions.  

• Only PA 529 savings are not counted on the PA financial aid application.

• Free reward programs allow for accelerated earning and discounts.

Tax Advantages and Benefits of a PA 529 Account

https://secure.tuitionrewards.com/
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PA 529 Guaranteed Savings Plan

• No minimum to get started

• Low fees

• Managed by PA Treasury

• More than 130% funded

A lower-risk plan - Savings help keep pace with rising college tuition.



Guaranteed Savings Plan Resources and Information



•

•



Target Enrollment Date Portfolios





Investment Plan Resources and Information
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Savings Adds Up Over Time
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Thank You

Karen Carr, Outreach Specialist
kcarr@patreasury.gov

www.pa529.com
800-440-4000

www.paable.gov
855-529-2253

mailto:kdavis@patreasury.gov
http://www.pa529.com/
http://www.paable.gov/



